WORLD READ ALOUD DAY
Friends, Not Foes!
By Naza Ezenyem
About the Story
Friends, Not Foes! is a story about a girl named Niza who moves to a new place and was made to feel different by some persons in her class. When she is bullied, she doesn’t fight back. Instead, she talks to trusted adults, makes brave choices, and learns that kindness can change hearts.
This story is about empathy, kindness, courage, friendship, inclusion, leadership and restorative justice.
 Let’s Think About the Story
Answer these questions by yourself or with a partner:
1. How do you think Niza felt when she was teased?
2. Why do you think someone might bully another person?
3. What choice did Niza make that showed courage?
4. Do you think kindness is easy or hard? Why?
5. What does being a leader look like at your school?

What Would You Do?
Imagine someone makes fun of:
· your lunch
· your clothes
· your accent
· your interests
Write one brave choice you could make in that situation.

 Reflection (Choose ONE)
Write a short paragraph:
· A time you saw someone being treated unfairly. What could you do next time?
OR
· What being kind means to you.
OR
· Finish this sentence:
Kindness is powerful because…

Remember This
You are never too young to make a difference.
Being kind does not make you weak, rather it makes you a leader.
Choices are great, but one choice that you can’t make no matter how much you would love to is, where you were born and which part of the world you came from.
So, you don’t have to feel bad about who you are or where you are from, you didn’t get to choose that!

